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SUBJECT: U.S. MILITARY SHIPMENTS TO ETHIOPIA 

REF:A)KHARTOUM 0082 ; B) KHARTOUM 01 14 

1 . REGARDING MILITARY AID TO ETHIOPIA PROM U.S. YOU WERE 
TECHNICALLY CORRECT IN TELLING BAGHIR THAT AMMUNITION SALE 
LAST SPRING WAS ONLY NEW TRANSACTION RE ARMS OP WHICH YOU 
WERE AWARE. YOU SHOULD KNOW, HOWEVER, OF SEVERAL OTHER 
MAJOR USG ACTIONS IN FIELD OP MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO 
ETHIOPIA AS POLLOWS: (A) ON NOVEMBER 14 WE SIGNED 
LETTER OP OPPER AND ACCEPTANCE (LOA) WITH PROVISIONAL 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT (PMG) FOR CASH SALE OP 16 P-5ES AT 
A PRICE OP $73 MILLION, THE FIRST OF THESE AIRCRAPT 
TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED POR DELIVERY IN APRIL 1976, AND THE 
REMAINDER OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS. WE HAVE KEPT THIS 
TRANSACTION CONEIDENTIAL IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE CHANCES OP 
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RELEASE OF CAPTURED AMERICANS; (B) EARLIERLAST YEAR WE 
DELIVERED 1 1 M-60 TANKS TO PMG THEREBY CONSUMMATING A 
TRANSACTION LONG UNDER DISCUSSION; (C) WE ALSO DELIVERED 
8 E-5A AND 2 E-5B AIRCRAET (AUGUST AND OCTOBER) WHICH HAD 
BEEN COMMITTED TO ETHIOPIA EOR SOME TIME; AS THESE WERE 
MAP-SUPPLIED AIRCRAET DECLARED SURPLUS BY IRAN, IT WAS A 
NO-COST ACQUISITION BY ETHIOPIA. 

2. YOU ARE OE COURSE AWARE THAT OUR MAP AND FMS CREDIT 
SALES PROGRAMS TO PMG ARE CONTINUING, AND THAT LEVELS 
WERE MAP $11.3 MILLION AND EMS CREDITS $25 MILLION EOR 
EY 76 AND 1 1 .7 AND 10 EOR EY 76. 

3. PMG ALSO INTENDS TO MAKE CERTAIN ADDITIONAL SPECIEIC 
CASH PURCHASES IN THE NEAR EUTURE, AND HAS ALSO EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN POSSIBLE EUTURE PURCHASES. GRAND TOTAL 
COULD, IF ALL PURCHASES CONSUMATED, REACH $300 MILLION 
EOR PERIOD EY 75-79 BUT NO SUCH AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED 
OR IS CONTEMPLATED, AND $300 MILLION IS HIGHLY SPECULA- 
TIVE EIGURE. 

4. YOU MAY, IF YOU DEEM IT DESIRABLE EROM STANDPOINT OP 
YOUR RELATIONS WITH GOS, INPORM BAGHIR AT CONVENIENT 
TIME, EOR GOS INPORMATION ONLY, OP M-60 TANKS AND P-5A 
AND B DELIVERIES. MAP AND EMS CREDIT FIGURES FOR FYS 75 
AND 76 ARE IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. NOTHING SHOULD BE SAID 
OP P-5E TRANSACTION. YOU SHOULD SAY THAT NO TRANSACTION 
APPROACHING $300 MILLION IS CONTEMPLATED ALTHOUGH CASH 
SALES OP MILITARY EQUIPMENT CAN BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE 
AS IN THE PAST. IN ANY DISCUSSION OP WHOLE SUBJECT YOU 
SHOULD STRESS THAT ALL PAST, PRESENT AND PROJECTED TRANS- 
ACTIONS ARE IN CONTEXT OP A MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
WHICH HAS BEEN GOING ON SINCE 1953 AND WHICH, AS BAGHIR 
SAID, CANNOT BE TURNED OPE AND ON LIKE A PAUCET. 

5. WE ASSUME THAT REPERENCE TO KHARTOUM 96 IN REP B WAS 
IN ERROR AND THAT INTENTION WAS TO REPER TO KHARTOUM 82. 
WE HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD THAT ELF EXPECTED SPECIEIC RESPONSE 
TO ITS COMPLAINT REGARDING USG MILITARY AID TO ETHIOPIA. 

AS REPLY IS APPARENTLY EXPECTED YOU SHOULD REQUEST GOS 
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